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Making the Most of Your Massage
How to Prolong the Benefits of Bodywork
Barbara Hey 

The more often you receive massage, the more therapeutic it becomes.

You cannot
perceive beauty
but with a
serene mind. 

-Henry Thoreau
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A massage works in wonderful ways,
easing stress and pain, calming the
nervous system, increasing circulation,
loosening tight muscles, stimulating
internal organs, and enhancing skin.
The multiplicity of physiological
responses sends a simple, clear message
to the mind: Massage feels good. Of
course, you want to hold on to that
just-had-a-massage feeling -- total body
relaxation, muscles relaxed and at ease,
and fluid movement restored -- for as
long as possible. 

But how long that bliss lasts depends on
the state of your body. If you're
suffering from chronic pain or
recovering from injury, then it may take
more sessions and perhaps different

modalities before optimal health is
restored. 

If massage is part of your regular health
regimen, then it's more likely the effects
will endure. In other words, the effects
of massage are cumulative, like any
healthy habit. The more often you get a
massage, the greater and longer-lasting
the benefits. 

Massage Frequency

How often you receive massage depends
on why you're seeking massage. In
dealing with the general tension of
everyday commutes, computer work, and
time demands, a monthly massage may
be enough to sustain you. On the other
hand, if you're seeking massage for
chronic pain, you may need regular
treatments every week or two. Or if
you're addressing an acute injury or
dealing with high levels of stress, you
may need more frequent sessions. Your
situation will dictate the optimum time
between treatments, and your
practitioner will work with you to
determine the best course of action. 

"You need to consider how you felt
before the session and how you felt
after, and then look at how long you
maintain that," says Pieter Sommen, the
chair of the eastern department in the
Swedish Institute School of Massage
Therapy in New York. 



Stretching between massages helps maintain relaxed muscles, joint mobility, and energy flow.
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In general, experts say "regular" is
preferable, but how regular depends on
your situation. While daily massage
would be delightful, practical
considerations such as cost, time, and
physical need likely determine the
frequency of treatments. "It's best to
maintain a schedule," says Eeris Kallil,
CMT, a shiatsu instructor at the
Boulder College of Massage Therapy in
Colorado. "That way the body becomes
conditioned and prepared for session at
specific intervals."

Maintenance

Whether you get a massage weekly,
monthly, or just every once in a while,
the following habits can maximize and
extend the afterglow of treatment. 

Water
One bit of advice you'll hear over and
over again is to drink plenty of water
after a massage. Bodywork -- no matter
the particular modality -- releases
toxins, such as lactic acid and carbonic
acid, that need to be flushed from the
body. Massage also promotes
circulation, increasing blood flow and
oxygen and stimulating the lymphatic
system, which helps rid the body of
pathogens. After-massage hydration
supports these functions, helping to
eliminate released impurities, sooner
rather than later.  

Stretching
Another helpful habit is stretching
between massages to maintain joint
mobility, prevent muscles from
tightening up again, and keeping the life
energy flowing. This may mean doing
yoga or whatever specific or full-body
stretches suggested by your practitioner.
After a shiatsu session, for example,
your practitioner may recommend 
"makko-ho" stretches, a series of six
exercises designed to keep energy
circulating. "This series of stretches take
anywhere from 5 to 10 minutes a day,
but really help keep the chi flowing
through the body," says Kallil.

Exercise
Working out can also help maintain the
benefits of massage, and this habit
should be continually cultivated.
However, if you're receiving massage
therapy to help speed muscle strain
recovery, you may need to ease up on

the exercise for a while and give the body
time to heal -- particularly if you're
recovering from a strenuous
body-pummeling training regimen.
"You don't want to over-work your
body," says Kallil. That is, if running is
taking a toll, try something more gentle
and meditative such as swimming,
walking, or tai chi.

Body Awareness
After a massage, respect how your body
feels. If your body seems to ask for rest,
give in to that demand. This may mean
backing off the to-do list, taking it easy,
moving slower, and perhaps doing less
for a while. And don't allow yourself to
get fatigued because it will undermine
the effects of massage. Get sufficient
sleep to allow the body to absorb the
effects and regain vitality.  

Diet
Finally, since you've just rid the body of

toxins, support the body's renewed state
by adhering to a healthy diet rich in
fruits and vegetables, which will
continue the detoxification process. Lay
off the espresso and all
adrenaline-challenges for a time --
which would short-circuit relaxation
anyway -- and enjoy the calm.

The benefits of massage are many,
including: increasing circulation,
allowing the body to pump more oxygen
and nutrients throughout the body;
stimulating lymph flow and boosting
immunity; relaxing overused or tight
muscles; increasing joint mobility and
range of motion; reducing recovery time
after strenuous workouts or surgery; and
relieving back pain and migraines, just
to name a few.

By opting for a few lifestyle choices, you
can extend these benefits and get the
most out of your massage.



Creativity goes a long way on your commute.

De-stressing the Commute
Turning Road Rage into Road Sage
 

High Time for Tea  
Discover the Healing Properties of Taking Tea
 

The average American commuter spends
an hour a day driving to and from work.
During this stressful, stop-and-go time,
it's likely that blood pressure increases,
adrenaline begins pumping, and
muscles constrict and tighten. By the
time you get home, you're wiped out
and grumpy, and you have less to offer
to those you come home to. If this
sounds familiar, recognize that you have
the power to reduce commuter stress.
Here are a few tips to make your
commuter time contribute to -- rather
than detract from -- your life.

-  Employ adjustable back cushions,
pillows, wedges, and lumbar supports
for a more comfortable commute. For
more information, check out
www.relaxtheback.com.

-  To successfully sidestep the
late-afternoon slump often caused by
the stress hormone cortisol, keep some
healthy snacks within arms reach.
Celery, string cheese, water, and nuts --
especially almonds -- are good options
for the drive home. 

-  Borrow books-on-tape/CD from the
library. Consider purely entertaining
novels to ease the intensity of your drive.

-  Learn a foreign language. Libraries
also loan out these types of tapes and
CD, too. 

-  Use your commute as an opportunity
for spiritual or emotional growth. When
stressing about a traffic jam, remind
yourself that it's completely out of your
control. Remember, attitude is
everything. 

-  Practice breathing. When stress
occurs, breathing becomes shallow and
constricted. Taking full, deep breaths
gives the body more oxygen, helping to
regulate physical and mental function.
Exhaling fully releases tension and built
up toxins.

For more ideas on achieving calm in a
busy world, consider reading Serenity to
Go: Calming Techniques for Your
Hectic Life (New Harbinger
Publications, 2001) by Mina Hamilton. 

The health research is enough to make
you forego the latte for strong brewed
tea instead. Name your color -- black,
white, green, even red -- teas are packed
with disease-preventing antioxidants
(more than some fruits and vegetables)
and contain vitamins, minerals, and at
least half the caffeine of coffee.  

Fortified with free radical-fighting
polyphenols, tea drinkers have a reduced
risk of many different cancers, in
particular stomach, colorectal, and even
skin cancer. Tea drinkers also have a
lower risk of heart disease, stroke, and
high cholesterol. Containing anti-
inflammatory and arthritis-preventing
properties, tea also helps stimulate the
immune system and protect the liver
against toxins. 

But you have to drink up. Most research
points to five or so cups of brewed tea
each day to reap the health benefits.
Decaf tea loses some but not much of its
health punch, due to extra processing.

All traditional tea -- white, green,
oolong, and black -- is derived from the
leaves of an evergreen tree called the
Camellia sinensis, and all contain the
health-promoting polyphenols. White
tea is made from young tea leaves, dried
in the sun without fermentation or
processing. Green tea is dried with hot
air after picking, so it retains its color
but is not fermented. Oolong tea,
sometimes referred to as "brown" tea, is
fermented but not processed to the
point of black tea. Black tea, on the
other hand, is fully fermented, which

accounts for the color of the leaves and
its stronger flavor.

Rooibos, or red tea, is naturally
caffeine-free and from the Aspalathus
linearis, a shrub that grows only at high
altitude near Cape of Good Hope in
South Africa.

Herbal teas are made from a variety of
plants, roots, bark, seeds, and flowers
and are technically herbal infusions
rather than tea. Though they don't
contain the same antioxidants and
haven't received the same research-based
accolades as traditional tea, the herbs in
these infusions have certain healing
properties that have been used for
centuries to treat many common health
issues.



The time to relax
is when you
don't have time
for it.
-Sydney Harris

"When was the last time you spent a quiet moment just
doing nothing-just sitting and looking at the sea, or watching
the wind blowing the tree limbs, or waves rippling on a pond,
a flickering candle, or children playing in a park?"  Ralph
Marston
Do these words make you stop and think?  We live very busy
lives.  We constantly have demands made on our time and
energy.  The idea of taking time for simple pleasures often
seems to "take too much time".  Stress is a major factor in
health problems today.  
At Quiet Moments clients are encouraged to make time for
themselves.  We must keep the body, mind and spirit
healthy, as they are all connected. 
Meg suggests the Relaxation Therapy Sampler.  This is a 60
minute session consisting of the following:
20 Minutes of energy work-reiki and attunement
20 minutes reflexology
20 minutes back massage
Mention this newsletter and take $5.00 off the price of the
Ralaxation Therapy Sampler.  This offer will expire
December 1, 2005.
Visit Quiet Moments at:
wwww.quietmomentsmassagetherapy.com
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